
  ♠♥♦♣ SURVIVING THE BAD BREAK♠♥♦♣  

When was the last time you saw a hand like this? 

         

You are the dealer and you open 2♣.  Partner responds 2♦, a waiting bid.  You 

bid your 5-card suit – 2♥ and parner jumps to 4♥.  What do you do now? 

 

North has heart support and can’t have too many points.  You’ve got 30 HCP.  

There isn’t much room for an awful lot of points in his hand.  Though you have 

all 4 aces, you do have 3 potential losers.  Just the same, you should bid what 

you think you can make – 6♥. 

 

West leads the ♣J.  Plan your play. 

 

 

     
    – 

West leads    J 

 

     
 

 

Partner has covered one of your potential losers, the ♥Q, but you still have a 

difinite club loser and the losing ♠Q if the finesse misses. The finesse is 50%, 

but you don’t like to relay on finessess if you can help it.  Is there a better way? 

 



You could take the ♠A and give up the ♠Q to the ♠K.  They go to the dummy in 

hearts and discard your losing club on the ♠J.  This is dangerous.  If West 

started with 6 spades, then East will have had 2 spades and can ruff the ♠J.  

You can overrufff, but you are still left with the club loser.   

 

But, if you pull trump first, then East can’t ruff the ♠J.  Okay – that’s a plan. 

 

You lay down the ♥A and West shows out.  Oops!.  That means you have to use 

all of dummy’s hearts to exhaust East of trump. Then you will have no way to 

get to the dummy to play the ♠J.  Can you think of a solution? 

 

You can pull one or two rounds of trump, but then lead the ♠Q.  They will have 

to take their ♠K on this trick, or else you have got your 12th trick up front.  Say 

West wins the ♠K and returns another high club.,  You win in your hand and 

unblock the ♠A.  Now, finish drawing trump, ending with the ♥Q in the dummy.  

You can then play the ♠J and discard the ♣4.  You have lost only the ♠K and 

through careful play, have made your small slam. 

 

Look at the entire deal:   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

\   

 

You can see how this hand should be played by clicking on this link:  

https://tinyurl.com/rc3n3td , or copy and paste it into your browser. Click on the 

“Next” button on the bottom to advance through each trick. Alternatively, by 

clicking on “Play” you can play all four hands and see if you can make the hand 

on your own.     
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