
Notes for Euvid Lesson at the BIL 

PAB 6 

Board 1:   South is in 3NT and West leads the 9.   Declarer counts 7 top 

tricks.  He should play the top diamonds.  If they split 2-2, he gets 3 more diamonds.  Here, West shows 

out on the second diamond.  Declarer’s only chance, now, is the heart finesses against the J and K.  This 

is only a 24% probability, but it is better than nothing.   

Board 2  East opens 1 , planning on jumping to 2NT over West’s 1-level 

response.  After East shows his 18-19 balanced points, his partner raises to 3NT.  South will lead the Q.  

Declarer counts 6 top tricks, but the diamonds are vulnerable.  Luckily, they break 4-4.  He must find a 

discard for the 4th diamond.  He should discard the Q.  His only hope is that the club finesse is working.  

He needs every one of these clubs.  When he finally gets in what club should he lead first?  He goes to the 

dummy and leads the 9.  If that holds, he leads the Q and racks up all 4 clubs. 



Board 3:  West opens 1NT and his partner should add one point for the 

long diamond suit and raise to 3NT.  North leads the J, and declarer counts 2 spades (given the lead), 1 

heart, 2 diamonds and 2 clubs.  He hopes the diamonds will breaks 3-2 but there is no certain side-suit 

entry to the dummy.  He must lose the first diamond by playing low from both hands.  When he regains 

the lead he can take the next 4 diamonds and make the contract. 

Board 4:  North, with 26 points, begins with 2  and rebids 3NT.  East leads 

the K and declarer has 9 top tricks.  What if South raises to 6NT?  The only way of taking 3 more tricks is 

to find the K in the West.  He will need 3 finesses and must use the club suit to get to the dummy; Q to K, 

10 to J, and 8 to 9.  

Board 5  South is in 3NT.  What should West lead?  He has a weak 5-card 

suit and a stronger 4-card suit.  In notrump, length trumps strength.  He should pick the heart suit.  With 

no honors, he should lead the “top of nothing”, the 7. If defenders return to hearts each time they get 

the lead, they will eventually set the contract.   



Board 6:  East opens a preemptive 3  and his partner raises to 3NT.  What 

should North lead?  Fearing a long diamond suit and a quick 9 tricks if declarer get the lead, North should 

play the A.  This allows him to see the dummy and more important, to get his partner’s feeling about the 

heart suit.  Here South encourages by playing the 10 on the first tricks.  Now North continues with the 

K and 6, giving the defenders the first 5 tricks. 

Board 7:  After a standard auction, North is in 3NT.  What should East lead?  

He has two 5-card suits of equal strength.  Since the declaring side didn’t use Stayman, they are probably 

shorter in the majors than the minors.  This indicates a major suit lead.  He leads the 4, won by West’s 

A.  He then returns the 3, the original 4th best.  If he had started with only 3 spades, he would have 

return the top of the remaining doubleton.  This allows the defenders to take the first 5 tricks.   

East has the shape hand that can overcall to show his two suits.  In Cappaletti, he would bid 2 , showing 

spades and a minor.  Partner, if he didn’t like spades, could ask for the minor by bidding 2NT.  In DONT, 

East would bid 2 , showing clubs and a higher ranking suit.  If West wanted to know what that second suit 

was, he would bid 2 .  If East had bid 2 , declarer would have been warned against spades and found the 

unbeatable 4  contract.      



Board 8:  East is in 3NT.  What does South lead?  The 8, the top of 

nothing.  North takes the A and should know that the lead was the top of nothing.  If he applies the Rule 

of 11, he computes that there are 3 cards in the West, North and East hands that are higher than the 

eight.  But he can see 4 cards so the lead can’t be 4th best.  Now it’s up to North to make the killing switch.  

Clubs is the most promising. If he switches to the Q, the defenders will take 5 clubs, plus the A. 


